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We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands, the Wurundjeri-Balluk clan of the Woi wurrung

people in the Kulin Nation.

Central to the mission of St John’s Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity and integrity of children and young
people and providing them with a safe and supportive environment in which to flourish.

PARISH PRIEST : Fr Vinh Nguyen

PARISH SECRETARY: Mary Peeris

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE:
Elizabeth Williamson (0447195553)

SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE CHAIR:
Michelle Penson (0499 891 101)

ST JOHN’S PARISH OFFICE:

52 Yarra Street Heidelberg 3084
t: 94571066 & 70643906

e: heidelberg@cam.org.au

w: pol.org.au/heidelberg
Facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday to Friday

9:30am to 2:30pm

MaAss TIMES:

Weekdays: Tuesday to Saturday:

9:15am

Weekend: Saturday Vigil 6pm
Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 5pm

ADORATION: After Friday morning
Mass with Benediction.
EXPOSITION

Wednesday 7.30pm

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Friday 9.45am (during Adoration)
Sat 9:45 am & 5:30pm.

WEDDING, BAPTISM, FIRST
RECONCILIATION,

FIRST COMMUNION, CONFIRMATION:
Parish Secretary (9457 1066)

ST JOHN’S HALL HIRE:
Contact parish office.

LEGION OF MARY: Meet every
Wednesdays at 10.30am at parish
house in the Francis Xavier Room. All
Welcome. Fatima Statue Enquires,
Contact Sue 0449260206

ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY
Elizabeth Whiting (Acting
Principal)

55 Cape St Heidelberg 3084

t: 9459 2963;
office@sjheidelberg.catholic.edu.au

11TH /12TH NOVEMBER, 32NDSUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR

PARISH PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we the parishioners of St John’s are grateful for all we have received from
the men, women and children of our past. Help us to cherish and maintain our parish
heritage. Most of all, enable us to be people who welcome the stranger, the needy, the sick
and the lonely. Like St John, our patron saint, may we be people who love others, as your
Son Jesus, asked us to do. We make this prayer, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE HOUR AND THE TIME

In one sense the parable of the wise and foolish virgins could be considered
the first known oil crisis in the east. It is, however, about planning for the
future and pacing oneself to see that one has a future to enjoy.

In Christian theology this is called ‘discernment’. St Ignatius Loyola, the
founder of the Jesuits, wrote a lot about discernment and one of his
teachings is that the Holy Spirit allows us to prepare for our future without
living it.

Think for a moment of the times when we are going to have a difficult
interview or a conversation we would rather not have. We play out in our
mind how the interaction will run. It rarely happens how we imagine and we
find that our anxiety and fear has often been misplaced. What is curious is
that on the next occasion we go through this same process of trying to live
the future all over again. Tragically, some people are so anxious about their
future that they try and control it, and everyone associated with it. It’s
always a disaster.

St Ignatius was suspicious of this process. Ignatius seems to have
understood today’s Gospel very well. The early church thought Jesus would
return quickly. There was a crisis of faith when he didn’t. Some Christians
lived as though this imminent return was a fact. We are still waiting.
Matthew tells us then, that the Christian life is about wisdom, right judgment
and reading the signs of the times.

St Ignatius tells us the best way to prepare for the future is to let go of the
unhealed past, as best as we can, and live in the here and now. The Holy
Spirit helps us see what needs to be done today and what preparation is
necessary for tomorrow. This is such simple and sound advice and yet many
of us don’t heed it. For some of us it takes nothing to feel the hurt and pain
of our past or to be consumed by the future.

Alcoholics Anonymous sums it up neatly when it tells us to take life ‘one
day at a time’ which is another way of saying what Matthew’s community
came to see, ‘keep awake because you know not the time or place’.

© Richard Leonard SJ

CHILD SAFETY: St John’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all our children, young people and vulnerable
adults. Children are to be supervised by a parent/quardian at all times in the church and when leaving the church for any reason.




ENTRANCE: MORNING HAS BROKEN

Morning has broken like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word!!

Sweet the rain’s new fall, sunlit from heaven,
Like the first dewfall on the first grass.

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
Sprung in completeness where his feet pass..

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Let my prayer come into your presence.
Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord.
GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Wisdom 6:12-16

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. By
those who love her she is readily seen, and found by
those who look for her. Quick to anticipate those
who desire her, she makes herself known to them.
Watch for her early and you will have no trouble;
you will find her sitting at your gates. Even to think
about her is understanding fully grown; be on the
alert for her and anxiety will quickly leave you. She
herself walks about looking for those who are
worthy of her and graciously shows herself to them
as they go, in every thought of theirs coming to
meet them.

The word of the Lord.
All reply: Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 62:2-8 .

Response: My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my
God.

FIRST READING

O God, you are my God, for you | long;
for you my soul is thirsting.

My body pines for you

like a dry, weary land without water.

R./

So | gaze on you in the sanctuary.
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,

my lips will speak your praise.

R./

So | will bless you all my life,

in your name | will lift up my hands.

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy.

R./

On my bed | remember you.

On you | muse through the night

for you have been my help;

in the shadow of your wings | rejoice.

R./

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
We want you to be quite certain, brothers,
about those who have died, to make sure that you do
not grieve about them, like the other people who
have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose
again, and that it will be the same for those who
have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him. We
can tell you this from the Lord’s own teaching, that
any of us who are left alive until the Lord’s coming
will not have any advantage over those who have
died. At the trumpet of God, the voice of the
archangel will call out the command and the Lord
himself will come down from heaven; those who
have died in Christ will be the first to rise, and then
those of us who are still alive will be taken up in the
clouds, together with them, to meet the Lord in the
air. So we shall stay with the Lord for ever. With such
thoughts as these you should comfort one another.

The word of the Lord.
All reply: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Be watchful and ready:

you know not when the Son of Man is coming.
Alleluial

Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom
of heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of
them were foolish and five of them were sensible:
the foolish ones did take their lamps, but they
brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks
of oil as well as their lamps. The bridegroom was late,
and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at
midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom is here!
Go out and meet him.” At this, all those bridesmaids
woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish

GOSPEL



ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of
your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied,
“There may not be enough for us and for you; you
had better go to those who sell it and buy some for
yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the
bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in
with him to the wedding hall and the door was
closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord,
Lord,” they said, “open the door for us.” But he
replied, “I tell you solemnly, | do not know you.” So
stay awake, because you do not know either the day
or the hour.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
All reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(At the words that follow, up to and including and
became man, all bow.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.

Amen

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess you
Resurrection until you come again.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me
repose,

near restful waters he leads me.

COMMUNION: CRIMOND

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'll not want.
He makes me down to lie

In pastures green; He leadeth me
The quiet waters by

My soul He doth restore again;
And me to walk doth make

Within the paths of righteousness,
Even for His own Name’s sake.

Yea, though | walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will | fear none ill;

For Thou art with me; and Thy rod
And staff me comfort still.

My table Thou hast furnished

In presence of my foes;

My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me;

And in God’s house forevermore
My dwelling place shall be.

RECESSIONAL: FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH

For the beauty of the earth,

For the glory of the skies;

For the love which from our birth,
Over and around us lies;

Lord of all, to you we raise

This, our gift of grateful praise.

For the joy of human love,

Brother, sister, parent, child;
Friends on Earth and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild;
Lord of all, to you we raise

This, our gift of grateful praise.

REMEMBRANCE DAY PRAYER: We pray for those who lost their lives in conflict throughout our history, we
recognize the ongoing war and violence that continues to plague humanity in many places, many forms.
Today, we pray for peace, which those we honour today fought valiantly to achieve. In Your name we pray.

Amen.

Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 641529




11 /12 Nov SAT 6:00PM SUN 8:30AM SUN 10:30AM SUN 5PM
Reader Pamela Smith Marnie Keenan Peter Greenham Leela Cherubim
Communion Lorraine Mascarenhas | Christopher Ratnayake Brian Mclntosh Sally Tramontana
18/ 19 Nov SAT 6:00PM SUN 8:30AM SUN 10:30AM SUN 5PM
Reader Peter Penson John McGrath Vernon Curtis Mark Aiello
Communion Michelle Penson Bobbie Bartkus Marni Mant Elizabeth Williamson

COLLECTIONS FOR WEEK ENDED 5TH NOVEMBER 2023

Second Collection is for the support of our Church, its
operating expenses, staff wages, church & ground
maintenance etc.

(It is taken up after Prayers of Faithful)

ST JOHN’s CATHOLIC CHURCH - BSB 083-347 A/c 658806318

First Collection is for the support of our Parish Priest, the
Archbishop, the sick & retired priests, priests in less fortunate
areas around Archdiocese of Melbourne

(It is taken up after Homily)
ST JOHN’S PRESBYTERY CHEQUE- BSB 083-347 A/C 659225267

Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct Envelopes Loose Collection Bank Direct
$387.75 $710.25 $1243.00 $684.00 $426.15 $1842.00
Dear Parishioners,

Thank you for your involvement in the Parish Offertory Giving program. | hope this process allowed you
to prayerfully discern your offering towards our community. It has been so encouraging to see a number of
pledge cards being returned to our parish office.

Thank you to everyone who handed in their cards. We are now in the follow up week where we will be
seeking any pledges which haven’t been returned. If you haven’t already done so, | encourage you to
carefully consider your offering and return your pledge cards to the parish office or into any of Mass
collections.

Fr Vinh-Parish Priest

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE PARISH QUARTERLY
MAGAZINE-THE EYRIE: If you have a business and
would like to advertise it in the parish magazine we
would like to hear from you. Please contact
Michelle on 0499891101. The magazine is available
on the parish website, is circulated to parishioners
and school families. Hard copies are also printed
and available in the church porch.

THANKS TO FR TED & FR MICHAEL: for saying Mass this
week when Fr Vinh is away on retreat.

ANNUAL DEAF APPEAL: This weekend 11th/12th
November. The John Pierce Centre provides Mass in
AUSLAN (Australian Sign Language), resources and
support, Pastoral Care, Counselling and activities for
Deaf individuals and their families throughout
Victoria. Lets support their important work.
NOVEMBER-MONTH OF THE HoLy SouLs: November
Mass envelopes can be dropped off at the parish
office, sacristy or in the Sunday collections. Our
Memorial Book is available on the sanctuary to
record the name of your loved ones who have died.
ADVENT REFLECTION GROUP: Expressions of interest
are asked from those interested in joining a small
group to pray and reflect on the readings during
Advent. Please indicate your interest on the sheet
either in the church porch or in the side chapel.
COLUMBAN CALENDARS AND VINNIES CHRISTMAS CARDS:
will be on sale after all masses this weekend.
Calendars $10 Christmas Cards S5 pack of 5.

St. John's celebrates 175yrs in 2026
Yes....It's not that far off!

We would like to get a 175" Committee together.
We hope to put together a book recognising our
past, present and future. Also to run a few
fundraising social occasions in the lead up to 2026.
This will help build up our parish family, raise funds
for the celebrations of 2026 and assist towards
refreshing the inside of our beautiful church.

If you are interested in being part of this committee
then please ring the parish office 03 94571066 or
Michelle on 0499891101.

Your ideas and support appreciated.

RECENTLY BAPTISED: Sam Nguyen, Frederik Nguyen, Cleo Arapis, Olivia Caillault, Odette Henderson.

THE SIck: Frank Dempsey, Caterina Chincarini, Domenica Ashworth, Sean O’Leary, Nicky, Val Wallis.
ANNIVERSARY: Concetta Molinaro.

Please submit any items for the newsletter, including sick, recently deceased and anniversaries, by Thursday morning latest. Thank you

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel
Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997,
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.



